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M ichael Kotnik Obituary

Michael KotnikMichael Kotnik, 95, of Elyria, passed away October 3, 2018 at
home surrounded by his family. He was born September 28, 1923 the youngest of

seven children, on a seven-acre farm in Avella, Pennsylvania, and was a 1942 graduate

of Independence Township High School. Mike met Dorothy Selzer in 1941, while
they were both visiting their sisters who lived in the same apartment building in

Elyria. During World War II, he served in the United States Army from 1943 to 1946
in Company A, 661st Tank Destroyer Battalion as a Gun Commander. Following his

honorable discharge, he married Dorothy September 28, 1946 at First United

Methodist Church in Elyria. In 1947, Mike began his career as a Tool and Die Maker
Apprentice and Press Operator with Fisher Body General Motors in Elyria, he was

promoted three times before retiring as a Senior Manufacturing Engineer in
December 1981 with 35 years of service. Mike was a devoted member of First United

Methodist Church serving as a trustee, and an usher for 50 years. He was a loving

husband, father, grandfather, and great-grandfather, and served as a Cub Scout
Leader and PTA President. He enjoyed many hobbies throughout his years,

including gardening, hiking, fishing, golfing, bowling, horseshoe pitching, playing
cards, and woodworking-- just to name a few. Mike and Dorothy enjoyed traveling

throughout their whole marriage-- from their honeymoon at Niagara Falls, to cross
country trips with their children, to cruises with friends in their retirement years.

They always made sure to take a couple of vacations each year to make special

memories with loved ones. Mike was able to visit 49 of the 50 states with the help of
his truck driving son-in-law, Chad, whom he rode with on occasion to see states he

had not been to yet.Over the years he shared multitudes of vegetables, fruits, and
flowers, which he grew in his immaculate garden, with family, friends, and

neighbors. He stored his tractor and tools in his signature red barn that he designed

Obituary Michael Kotnik
SEP  28, 1923 - OCT  3, 2018

Michael Kotnik
SEP  28, 1923 - OCT  3, 2018

PAGE 3 OF 7



and built himself, behind the flower-lined white picket fence in his backyard. Always

willing to lend a helping hand to anyone with big projects or small ones, he added his
creativity and ingenuity to each task he tackled. He loved fellowship with others,

whether it be family, friends, church family, neighbors or co-workers; he created
happy memories of special times spent together. Mike believed in always looking on

the bright-side of every situation and found the good in every person he met. Mike

loved life and lived it to the fullest, right to the end, and he embodied the scripture
passage, Psalm 118:24, “This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be

glad in it.”Michael is survived by his son, John (Diana) Kotnik of Groveport, Ohio;
daughters, Barbara (Chad) Hook of Amherst, Ohio and Connie ( Joe) Smart of

Chillicothe, Ohio; grandchildren, Laura (Daniel) Hook-Woods, Tonia (Brandon)

Bussey, Amanda (David) Cordle, Bradley Kotnik, Lanie (Mike) Sipes, and Michael
(Paige) Smart; great-grandchildren, Zoey, Aubrey and Brady Cordle, Maelee and

Everly Smart, and Kaylin May Bussey; sister, Jean Narquini of Bradenton, Florida.He
is preceded in death by his beloved wife of 70 years, Dorothy “his Dottie” May

Kotnik; son, Clifford Allen Kotnik; infant daughter, Mary Ann Kotnik; infant great-

grandson, Robert Michael Bussey; parents, Mike and Mary Kotnik; three brothers
and two sisters.A Celebration of Mike’s Life will be Sunday, October 21, 2018 at 2 p.m.

in the sanctuary of First United Methodist Church, 312 Third Street, Elyria, Ohio
44035, (440) 322-6622, with The Reverend W. Kent Joy officiating. A time of

fellowship and dinner will follow in Fellowship Hall, where friends will be received.
Interment will be Monday October 22, 2018 at 11:00 AM in Brookdale Cemetery,

Elyria where Elyria VFW # 1079 will present military honors. Memorial

contributions may be made to First United Methodist Church, or The Salvation
Army, 716 Broad Street, Elyria, Ohio 44035. Arrangements are in the care of Dicken

Funeral Home and Cremation Service, Elyria. SERVICES Memorial Service Sunday,
October 21, 2018 2:00 PM First United Methodist Church 312 Third St. Elyria, OH

44035 Graveside Service Monday, October 22, 2018 11:00 AM Brookdale Cemetery

41600 Oberlin Elyria Road Elyria, OH 44035
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To send flowers
to the family or plant a tree

in memory of Michael Kotnik, please visit our floral store.

Read More
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JB Jill Fox Bernaciak posted:

Mike and Dorothy were the best man and the matron of honor for my parents, and then lifelong

friends. We will always remember them as emblematic of the great generation. Loyal, kind, loving.

August 16 at 8:00 PM

CW Craig & Michelle Worley posted:

Connie, Shelley and I are grateful for your father's service and are sorry for your loss. Our

condolences and prayers go out for your family at this time. Craig and Shelley Worley

October 19 at 8:00 PM

LW Linda Woods posted:

Mike, I will miss you so very much. Thank you for accepting your grandson-in-law, (Daniel), and his

parents (Gene and myself) so readily. You really ARE a wonderful man. I'm glad you are reunited with

Dorothy. Heaven is indeed sweeter for your arrival there. Rest well, Mike.

October 18 at 8:00 PM

DJ Dan & Nancy Jarvis posted:

So very sorry for your loss.

October 11 at 8:00 PM

MK Marv & Becky Kotnik posted:

We will miss you Uncle Mike-- marv was glad for your talks and childhood memories growing up.

many memories were made thru the years. glad we had our visit in august, we talked a lot. be with

aunt dot forever now. peace be with you. and your family. love beck & marv

October 10 at 8:00 PM

PAGE 6 OF 7



Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Michael by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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